
Page 1 of 4 

 

8 March 2014 

 

Pengarah 

Jabatan Perhutanan Negeri Selangor                                       

Tingkat 3, Bagunanan SSAAS                                     

40660 Shah Alam 

Tel:    03-5544-7507; Fax:   03-5511-9961 

Email:   yusoff@forestry.gov.my 

 

Tuan 

 

RE: DEGAZETTEMENT OF FOREST RESERVES -PLAN PHN.SEL.(S) 08/3/2 KIT 16 BIL. (1) 

 

I refer to the notice of the plans to degazette sections of the forest reserves. In view of the 

ecological and economic importance of the area proposed for degazettement, I wish to request 

that the Selangor Forestry Department on behalf of the Selangor State Government: 

 

1. Request for Extension to viewing and objection period 

Extend the time period for submitting objections by another 60 days (i.e. extend the deadline 

from 16 March 2014 to 15 May 2014), giving the public 90 days to view the degazettement 

plan and submit objections. 

2. Allow all residents of Selangor to participate in this decision 

Allow all residents of Selangor to submit objections and not limit this objection process to only 

those in the Gombak and Hulu Langat districts.  The proposed area for degazettement is an 

Environmentally Sensitive Area that includes water catchment forests.  The ecological and 

economic services provided by this area is enjoyed by all residents of Selangor.  As interested 

parties, all residents of Selangor should be allowed to have their voices heard. 

In addition, in line with the Selangor State Government’s calls for greater transparency and 

democracy, and in line with the age of technology, i request that:  

3. Up-load DEIA reports, degazettement information and plan on official websites 

The proposed degazettement notice and related information be up-loaded on both the 

Selangor State Government’s and the Selangor Forestry Department’s websites and FB pages, 

as current news, to provide residents access to the information for the duration of the objection 

period rather than the notice printed in the classified section of newspapers for only one day.  

4. Have a Public Hearing 

The State Government hold a public hearing to hear the stand by the residents of Selangor on 

the degazettement and development plans. 

It is disappointing and surprising as a citizen to discover that Selangor State Park, or also 

known as Taman Warisan Negeri Selangor (which is intended to be protected) is in the 

proposal to be degazzated to make way of the proposed Kuala Lumpur Outer Ring Road 

(KLORR) (New Straits Times, 14 February 2014, page 17 Classified Section).   
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As a citizen of concern on sustainable development and witnessing on the integrity on the 

state government in fulfilling its manifesto in a better, sustainable Selangor, I would like to 

voice out my thoughts on the proposal of KLORR and the process of public hearing with the 

concerned citizens as below: 

5. Disturbing the Water Catchment Forests of Klang Valley 

The proposed degazettement involves 106.55 hectares of land from four forest reserves in 

Selangor, namely the Ampang, Bukit Seputeh, Ulu Gombak and Ulu Langat Forest Reserves. 

Two of the forest reserves, Ampang and Ulu Gombak, form part of the Selangor State Park 

andare important water catchments for the Klang Valley. 

 

The Ampang and Ulu Gombak forest reserves serve as water catchment forests for major 

areas in the Klang Valley. The Ampang Intake plant supplies 19 million litres of potable water 

per day to 9,225 accounts in the Ampang area. The Ulu Gombak forest reserve is a catchment 

for the Klang Gates Dam. This dam reportedly supplies water to 80,000 households and 

business premises in the Klang Valley. 

It is ironic that the proposal to degazette crucial water catchment forests comes at a time when 

water shortages are being reported in different parts of the Klang Valley and water levels in the 

Klang Valley dams are reported as dangerously low. 

The SSP, the largest stretch of contiguous forest tract remaining in Selangor and the third 

largest park in Peninsular Malaysia, is an Environmentally Sensitive Area Rank 1. It forms part 

of Peninsular Malaysia’s Central Forest Spine and functions as the most important watershed 

for Selangor, Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya. The gazettement as a State Park was to provide a 

higher level of protection status to the forests that are not only rich in biodiversity but provide 

crucial ecosystems services such as  water to a vast population of residents and businesses in 

the greater area. 

6. Effectiveness of Public Inquiry 

While Selangor is the only state to have provisions for a public inquiry and objection for 

proposals to degazette forest reserves, which is a commendable effort, I wonder if it would be 

just another avenue where concerns will be ‘considered’ but will not change the government’s 

decision. 

Since 2009, many members of the public and NGOs have voiced concerns about the 

proposed KLORR project, calling on the government to change the alignment of the road and 

not allow the road to traverse through the park. These included written submissions during the 

Ampang, Selayang and Kajang Local Plans public objection period and the Detailed 

Environmental Impact Assessment (DEIA). Groups of NGOs have also written to the Federal 

and state governments to appeal that the project does not traverse the park. All to no avail. 
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7. Participation Limited 

 

Two of the forest reserves are water catchments for areas outside of Gombak and Ulu Langat 

districts. Moreover, the SSP is a beautiful park and should be regarded as the pride of not only 

the citizens of Selangor, but the entire nation. Thus, every citizen who wants the forests 

protected should be able to voice their concern as “interested parties”. I don’t think the right to 

object the degazettement be limited to only those living in the Gombak and Ulu Langat districts 

as there are many within Klang Valley travel to and use the place for recreational purpose. 

 

8. Development and Sustainable Development 

 

Those who support the construction of the highway may argue that only a ‘small’ percentage 

of the forest and state park is being cleared for the project and according to the DEIA, the 

adverse impacts can be mitigated. While in theory the impacts can be mitigated, in practice it 

may not be easy to control sedimentation into the rivers that run into the treatment plants 

downstream of the project site. And more often than not, road development brings about more 

development along the roads which could eventually lead to more forested areas in the SSP to 

be destroyed in the future, leading to irreversible impacts. 

9. KLORR and Improved Public Transportation System 

 

The need for the KLORR was based on a report prepared 15 years ago. Since then, the 

Federal Government has been intensifying efforts to improve and promote the use of public 

transportation. In August 2013, the Selangor Menteri Besar announced that Selangor planned 

to increase public transportation ridership of its population from the current 5% to 40% in the 

future. This month, he announced that Selangor will implement the Transit on Demand plan to 

minimise movement of vehicles into the city, thus reducing traffic and air pollution.  

 

We, therefore, call on the Federal and Selangor Government to review the need for the 

KLORR in the light that the government is working to improve the public transportation system. 

 

Conclusion 

Is it therefore more important to build a highway and risk having less water in the 

future? Should we not ensure water catchments and our state parks that are protected 

for a reason remain free from destruction and preserved for future? We can live with 

traffic jams until the public transportation system improves, but we cannot live without 

water. 

I look forward to your fast reply to the above, as the timeframe for the current objection period 

is extremely short. 
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Thank you. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

LIM GENE-HARN 

GREEN BUILDING CONSULTANT 

“FIGHTING FOR THE FUTURE OF A SUSTAINABLE LIVING FOR SELANGOR” 

A-3A-6, SURIA DAMANSARA CONDO, JLN PJU1A/4A, KELANA IDAMAN. 

LIMGENEHARN@GMAIL.COM 

 

cc 

Y.A.B. Tan Sri Dato` Seri Abd Khalid Bin Ibrahim 

Dato` Menteri Besar Selangor                                             Tel: 03-55141119, 55447013 

Pejabat Dato` Menteri Besar Selangor                                Fax: 03-55190032 

Tingkat 21, Bangunan SSAAS, 40503 Shah Alam 

E-Mail : khalid@selangor.gov.my    

 

Y.B. Elizabeth Wong 

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Tetap Pelancongan, Hal Ehwal Pengguna Dan Alam Sekitar  

Pejabat Ahli Majlis Mesyuarat Kerajaan Negeri Selangor,                  Tel : 03-55447760 

Tingkat 2, Bangunan SSAAS  40503 Shah Alam                               Fax: 03-5519-3328 

E-Mail: elizabethwong@selangor.gov.my  

             bukitlanjan2008@gmail.com 
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